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Tonight's programme will swing from Alison - from his 1977 debut record, My Aim Is
True - through Veronica - co-written with Paul McCartney to the brand new song from
National Ransom - A Slow Drag With Josephine. Also hits like Everyday | Write The
Book, She and an electric Watching the Detectives will sit alongside new favourites
and special surprises.
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Accommodation for Elvis Costello is supported by Grand Hyatt Hong Kong.
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prestigious honours, including two Ivor Novello
Awards for songwriting, a Dutch Edison Award
with The Brodsky Quartet for The Juliet Letters,
a BAFTA for the music written with Richard
Harvey for television drama series G.B.H. and
a Grammy for / Still Have That Other Girl from
his 1998 collaboration with Burt Bacharach,
Painted From Memory. He was also nominated
for an Oscar for Best Song, The Scarlet Tide
(co-written with T Bone Burnett), from the
motion picture Cold Mountain. Elvis Costello
and The Attractions were inducted into the
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 2003. During
the same year he was awarded ASCAP’s
prestigious Founder’s Award.

Though famed for his song writing in popular
music due to brilliant tracks such as Oliver’s
Army and Alison, he is interested in all types
of music and has produced a successful full-
length orchestral piece, Il Sogno, which was
premiered by The Brooklyn Philharmonic.
It was later used for a ballet of Midsummer
Night's Dream, and then was recorded by The
London Symphony Orchestra — this stayed at
the top of Billboard’s Contemporary Classical
Charts for 14 weeks.

In 2010, he released his latest album National
Ransom featuring his backing bands The
Imposters and The Sugarcanes with guest
musicians Vince Gill, Marc Ribot, Buddy Miller
and Leon Russell.
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By Mikel Echevarria

Adorned with his trademark thick-rimmed black
glasses and an acoustic guitar, the legendary
singer-songwriter Elvis Costello is finally
playing in Hong Kong. Thirty-three years have
passed since the release of his first single
Less Than Zero yet his creativity and touching
live performances remain incomparable. For
his fans he is the true Elvis, and they believe
no one can match him at what he does best:
write, record and perform great pop songs — a
quick look at his string of hits makes it hard to
argue with them.

His importance to popular music over the past
three decades cannot be overstated. He was
involved in the Pub Rock movement in the
early 1970s which tried to bring rock music
back down to earth, a reaction against the
flamboyant Glam Rock which was prevalent
at the time. However he is best known as a
pioneer and leading-light in the New Wave
movement of the late 1970s’ which combined
the intense energy of punk with an intelligent
derisive attitude. This edginess has remained
throughout his career. Remaining relevant in
the fast changing sonic landscape of popular
music requires creativity and the courage to
try new things. Costello has explored many
genres of music including reggae, soul, jazz
and classical music. These forays have led to
collaborations with some of the world’s finest
musicians.

His gift for edgy song writing is what attracted
many of the collaborators. He has now worked
with Sir Paul McCartney on several occasions
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and McCartney has said that the partnership
reminds him of working with John Lennon. It is
also Costello’s edginess that has landed him in
trouble. He was banned from Saturday Night
Live for 12 years after defying the producers of
the show who did not want him to play his anti-
media song Radio, Radio. Costello started
playing a different song, Less Than Zero, but
stopped mid-track switching to the song he
had been explicitly asked not to play.

Lyrically he constantly challenges himself and
is known for ingenious word play — he once
reverentially described himself as “rock and
roll’'s scrabble champion”. But this does not
detract from the serious message that many
of his songs contain. His political leanings
and opinions coming through in caustic verse;
working-class issues often feature in his
lyrics.

In the latter half of his career Costello has
varied his performances. When not playing with
his band or with one of his many collaborators,
he plays alone, performing intimate solo
acoustic sets. These one-man shows offer his
audiences a completely different experience.
There is a greater connection between them
and the artist; it is more mellow and undiluted.
Now utterly relaxed as a performer he often
sits on the edge of the stage, guitar unplugged
and without microphone, strumming away at
one of his many masterpieces.

His mature and soulful voice has improved
with time but with an extensive back-catalogue
of self-penned songs to delve into, there
is no teling what he will decide to sing.



BETY Feature 0O

00000000 0OWhat' s so
Funny‘ bout Peace, Love and
UnderstandingD OO0 O00OO0OO
oo0oooooooooood
Oo0ooDoDOoooDooood
00000 Charles Aznavour O
Herbert Kretzmer 0O O O ShedO
oo0DoDoDooooooooooo
OJO0oo0OOoOooDogd Christina
Aguillera 00O 0O 0O BeautifulOO
oooooooooooooao
Oooooooooogood

goooooooooboao
goooooboboooooooboo
goooooboooooooboo
ooooooooooooboon
gooobooooooooboon
goooooo

gooooooooooooon

oooooo

Consequently anticipation is always part of his
gigs as fans wonder what he will play. They
may be hoping for Oliver's Army a bouncy
upbeat tune which tells a dark tale of conflict;
or Man Called Uncle, a Motown inspired track
retelling Nabokov’s Lolita; or Pump it Up his
early punk hit; or Veronica, his biggest hit in
the States which he wrote with McCartney.

Costello also regularly performs some truly
spectacular covers, making the songs his
own. His version of Nick Lowe’s What's so
Funny ‘bout Peace, Love and Understanding,
with the quizzical lilt to his voice leaves you
pondering the human condition. His heartfelt
cover of Charles Aznavour and Herbert
Kretzmer’s She was used in both the opening
and closing credits of the film Notting Hill. And
his surprising cover of Christina Aguillera’s
Beautiful was used in the massively popular
medical drama show House.

Whatever he decides to play during a live
performance, Costello somehow manages
to combine an edginess with a style that is
absolutely at ease. This unique ability has
helped him maintain a devoted fan-base for
over thirty years and has kept his audience
always wanting more.

Mikel Echevarria is the English Editor of FestMag.





